As an ear, nose and throat surgeon and a motorcyclist I have both a professional and a personal interest in the matter discussed by Mr McCombe (January 2003 JRSM 1 ). For some while now I have used custom-made ear plugs supplied by Elacin which were, I believe, originally developed in collaboration with the Dutch motorcycle police. These are comfortable for long periods, have effectively abolished the temporary threshold shift and tinnitus which used to be inevitable consequences of a long journey and seem not to impair the appreciation of ambient traffic sounds which is essential for personal survival. I am sure that helmet manufacturers should be persuaded or obliged to include some measure of the 'noisiness' of their helmets in the specification they submit for their kite marking and other safety standards. 
Michelangelo and medicine
John Seamer (December 2002 JRSM 1 ) believes that the statue of David is left-handed as the sling is over the left shoulder. However, the pose of the statue is almost contemplative, as if he was studying Goliath, and does not suggest an imminent attack, in which case the position of the sling is immaterial and the larger size of the right hand should indicate right-handedness.
